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Introduction 

Anyone who has dogs takes them along on the family camping trips.  That’s just a given.  But, 
what if you are living full time in your motorhome or travel trailer? What if you have pets other 
than dogs? There are a number of questions that someone considering this lifestyle might ask:  

What do I do if there is an emergency? 



Can I let them run off leash? 
Where do you put the litter box? 
What if my dog gets car sick? 
How do you keep the cat from running off? 
Do all parks allow pets? 

Situations are different but the following guide will answer a lot of your questions while 
describing the life of two dogs, one cat, and one tarantula (yes, tarantula!) that travel full time in 
a small motorhome, crossing the country and seeing the sites. This is mostly my story but 
situations that might apply to others are also included.  Feel free to contact me for any specific 
questions you may have about your circumstances and I assure you, I will help you find the 
answers through either personal experience or research (which I’m really good at).  Email:  
contact@animalsaboard.com 

mailto:contact@animalsaboard.com


Getting Ready to Go Full Time 
Dogs 

I’ve learned a lot since going full time in May 2018 and I’ve changed a lot of things too.  I knew 
I wanted to retire early and I did, at 60, from a 15 year teaching career.  I knew I wanted to travel 
and I also knew I had to take my animals with me.  I had a small house for over seven years and 
had acquired quite the collection of animals by the time I was ready to retire.  Nature stepped in 
and helped a little with the decision-making.  One of my three beloved dogs passed from old age 
just three months before retirement.  I was heartbroken but it would have been really hard with 
three dogs, although I have met people along the way who do it. 



Cats 

I had no idea how I was going to make it work with the cat, who was a semi-feral stray that I had 
fostered and kept.  He had never used a litter box and was more comfortable outside in the 
backyard gardens most of the time.    

Mr. Oslo was seven years old at the time and I spent a good amount of time trying to find a barn 
home for him.  In the end, it turned out he didn’t want to go live in a barn.  He wanted to be with 
us in the motorhome.  He adapted very well to the full time life, happy as long as his doggies 
were nearby and there weren’t any strange people trying to pick him up.    

I first realized this might work when I took him in to the vet a few months previous to the full 
time life for all his shots.  Up to that time, he would struggle being put into the kennel every few 
years for his vet appointments and the rest of the time, I left him alone.  He is long-haired and I 
couldn’t even brush him regularly because he would fight me.    

I’m not sure what happened but when I took him to the vet, he became very laid back.  They 
were able to examine and vaccinate him with no problem and they even commented on how 
relaxed he was.  Who knew? 



The moral of the story is to never say never.  Things change, people change, animals change, 
circumstances change.  Oslo is now a very happy traveler and even puts his harness on to go sit 
outside with the dogs with no fuss.  He has never cried to go outside, he has never panicked, and 
recently, he even let some “strangers” pet him at a campground we were visiting.  He’s now eight 
years old.  



Exotics 

My last year of teaching, my students and I got interested in keeping tarantulas when we found 
out how easy they were.  I ended up with eight species, all from different countries.  My first 
inclination was to take all eight in their little plastic containers, lining them up across the cabover 
in the motorhome.    

But by the time I started planning what I needed to take with me for living, I realized there just 
wasn’t enough room.  I was fortunate to be able to find marvelous homes for six of them and 
kept just the two I felt were the most mellow for traveling.    

After the first year, I rehomed both of the tarantulas -- a Costa Rican curly hair, to a very excited 
eight year old in Albuquerque and a male Chilean rose fellow who went to a breeder in Missouri. 
 



Parrots 

I also left on my full-time journey with an African Grey Parrot named Kenya.  As she had been 
going camping with us over the last two years in the motorhome, she had gone through three 
cages before I found the one I thought would work the best for the full-time life.  Cages and 
setups and things I learned along the way will be outlined in another chapter. 

Kenya only made it to month six with the full time life.  She was not happy and I was very 
fortunate to have a back up plan.  She had actually spent five of her 16 years living with a good 
friend of mine who had other parrots and many aviaries.   

Kenya went back to this friend and is currently living a content home-based life.  



WE WERE COZY, TO SAY THE LEAST. 
 



Choosing the Full Time Vehicle 
There are choices when you go full time.   

Class A:  
https://www.thormotorcoach.com/motorhomes/  

 

Class C:  
https://www.thormotorcoach.com/motorhomes/class-c-motorhomes/  
  



Travel Trailer: 
https://forestriverinc.com/rvs/travel-trailers/flagstaff-e-pro  

 

5th Wheel:  
https://www.outdoorsy.com/blog/why-its-called-a-fifth-wheel-rv  



Class B 
https://www.lichtsinn.com/product-winnebago/travato-motor-home-class-b 

I chose a 24’ class C motorhome for several reasons.  First, I bought it two years before I retired 
so I needed something that would fit in my driveway.  The 24’ just barely fit. I was parking it 
diagonally on my lawn until I got a ticket so in the driveway it was for two years.  Secondly, 
after doing extensive research, I decided on no slides for several reasons:  

What if I don’t have electricity? 

What if something breaks? (I had witnessed a couple who couldn’t leave the campground 
because their slide wouldn’t slide) 

What if the cat gets lost inside one of the cracks? 

What if I'm somewhere that I can't open the slide and I can't use the bed? 

These may not be valid reasons (no letters please!) but they were the reasons I had at the time 
with the information that I had.  

If I was in a travel trailer or a 5th wheel, the cat and the bird would have to be kenneled and 
carted back and forth every time I stopped.  I thought the cat and the bird would be much more 
comfortable in a motorhome, where their routine was not disrupted when I was stopped for 
shopping or sightseeing.  It’s so easy to just turn on the generator in the parking lot and leave the 
AC on.  

In retrospect, a 24’ motorhome with no slides is a little compact for living in full time with no 
home base or outside storage unit.  On the other hand, the 24’ model that had a slide had a lot 
less outside storage so there are compromises.    



After traveling for a year, I’ve come to the conclusion that the best size and style for me would 
probably be a 30’ Class A with no slides.  I know of several full time acquaintances who do 
travel with motorhomes this size.    

I also chose not to take a tow car with me the first year.  When I am moving toward a destination 
and changing parks every two or three days, having no car is not a problem and it would 
probably be a hindrance.  When I’m staying in one place for three or four weeks, I really miss 
not having a second vehicle.  I’ve actually taken the motorhome shopping a few times and then 
come back to the same site where my water hose and sewer hose sat waiting for us.  In my first 
year, I rented cars about five times from Enterprise and used Uber about three times.  

I purchased a tow car near the beginning of my second year of full time traveling. 



Changes to the Motorhome to 
Accommodate All of Us 

I did make some changes that suited me but may not be ok for everyone.  And I made some 
changes along the way too after actually living in the motorhome full time.  Before leaving, I 
sold the cabover mattress and decided to use the cabover area for storage.  This is also where the 
tarantulas lived before I re-homed them.  

THIS IS MY CURRENT SET UP WITH JUST ONE LAYER OF ITEMS IN SMALLER CONTAINERS. 



Previously, I thought I was really smart and well-planned with large Rubbermaid tubs, 
everything packed in like a Chinese puzzle.  The only problem — you can’t get to anything 
easily.  I don’t know about you but at my age, my back goes out very easily.    

I’m also short and not the strongest person.  By having items such as animal food, TP and paper 
towels, extra kitty litter, arts & crafts, and off-season clothes in small containers in one layer, I 
can easily shift things around or climb up and get what I need.  

I also ended up cleaning out my outside storage area and doing the same thing about four months 
into my new lifestyle.  All in all, I believe I donated about three large Rubbermaid tubs before I 
had been gone five months.  The outside storage is also now just one layer with small boxes and 
crates.  Details of what those items are in a future chapter.  

I added a lot of shelves and “holders” using Command picture hanging strips.  These are stronger 
than the little strips that come with the Command shelves and act more like Velcro.  I’ve attached 
storage behind the dinette seat, by the front door, in the bathroom, and along the wall in the 
bedroom.   Small shelves on the right since I don't have a nightstand. Perfect for eyeglasses, 
phone charger, even a bottle of water.  



SMALL SHELVES ON THE RIGHT SINCE I DON'T HAVE A NIGHTSTAND. PERFECT FOR EYEGLASSES, 
PHONE CHARGER, EVEN A BOTTLE OF WATER. 



I HAVE SINCE REPLACED THESE WITH WOODEN SPICE RACKS BUT THESE COMMAND SHELVES 
MADE FOR EASY STORAGE.  

Command makes a lot of useful things like broom holders and key holders too.   I also added an 
under-the-table utility drawer that can be purchased at Camping World.  

SOME STORAGE SOLUTIONS.  

I ended up removing the dinette bench seat cushions on one side and storing the two pieces in the 
cabover. As I travel alone, I didn’t need two seats but I did need storage.  I bought some wooden 
crates and use those on the bench to store the toaster oven, Instant Pot, and Keurig coffee maker.  
This only takes up half of the bench so I bought patio furniture cushions to make a single seat for 
company.  



 



The bathroom door opened up against the closet.  I had to keep the bathroom door open because 
the big dog likes to lay on the rug in there but it was a pain every time I needed to access the 
closet, which was often.  So I removed the bathroom door, also stored in the cabover, and added 
a tension rod and a pretty cloth shower curtain to be used as the bathroom door.   

This gives me much more room and still a little privacy. Bathroom door replaced with curtain.  



One of my dogs is 55 pounds but she is getting old and has arthritis.  My other dog is 17 pounds 
and he could never get on the platform bed by himself.  He likes to drink water during the night 
and I was constantly having to get out of bed to help him back up and this got old really fast.   

About five months into our full time journey, I ordered a dog ramp from Amazon and had it 
delivered by General Delivery to a post office in Myrtle Beach.  It’s a free-standing ramp made 
by SuperTrax and, even though it takes up most of my floor area, has come in really handy.   





DON'T MIND THE MESS BUT THIS IS OUR BASIC DAY-TO-DAY SETUP. THE CAT GETS TO CLIMB ON 
THE DINING ROOM TABLE BECAUSE IT'S REALLY THE ONLY PLACE TO PUT HIS FOOD. 



Where Do We Stay? 
Choices when living full time in your motorhome (or trailer) include the following:  

Private RV Park (or RV Resort) 

State or Federal park  

Boon-docking (which means parking somewhere where you don’t pay and you don’t have any 
hookups) — can range from out in the middle of the desert on BLM land (Bureau of Land 
Management) to an inner city Walmart parking lot 

As a guest at a friend’s or overnight at a farm or winery if you are a member of TravelHosts 
(usually no hookups and most of these listings limit you to one night) 
  
 If I am traveling through and staying five days or less, I almost always try to find a nice state or 
National park.  Second choice is a KOA (Kampgrounds of America), which are privately run 
campgrounds throughout the USA.  If I am staying longer, up to a month or two, I do a lot of 
research and try to find a private campground that has everything I need, good reviews, and good 
monthly prices. 

State and Federal Campgrounds 

These include state run campgrounds, national parks, U.S. Forest Service, and the like.  I didn’t 
buy a National Park Pass until I’d been on the road almost a year but I would recommend it.  If 
you are under 65, it’s $80 a year and gives you free entrance to all National parks, monuments, 
battle sites, etc.  If you are over 65, it’s free.  It doesn’t give you camping discounts unless you 
are over 65.   

I didn’t realize that there is an extra fee for entering a national park until I had reservations at 
Lake Mead.  My camping was already paid but I still had to pay the $20 entrance fee.  I went 
back a few days later and exchanged my entrance fee for a $80 yearly pass.  Places I’ve used my 
pass or could have used my pass include the memorial museum at Oklahoma City, National 
Battlefield at Cowpens, SC, Lake Mead National Recreation Area, and Petrified Forest National 
Park.  

State campgrounds can range from very primitive to full hookups and oftentimes, the types of 
sites are mixed within one park.  For instance, we recently spent three nights at Oasis State 
Campground, Portales, NM.  When I made reservations, all the electric sites were full so we 
camped in a smaller campground with no hookups.  The larger campground had sites with 
electric and water hookups but no sewer.  There was a general sewer dump close by.    



If you do your research (and another chapter shows you how), you can find state campgrounds 
with full hookups, including sewer.  In fact, we stayed at Great Plains State Park in Oklahoma 
with full hookups for our week there. There was a state campground in Mississippi, Percy Quinn 
State Park, that even had designated monthly sites.  

I haven’t stayed in all the states, not even half of the states, but in my opinion, state parks in 
California are more expensive than most and usually offer less amenities.  My favorite parks 
were in Georgia and New Mexico so far in my travels.  Regardless of where you park, it is sure 
to be a memorable experience as you explore this varied country of ours.  

Most of the national forest campgrounds are more on the primitive side and you will have to 
purchase a permit to camp.  I usually avoid these due to driving a motorhome and not wishing to 
get stuck somewhere.  If you are tent camping, you have the most options.    

Be sure you are always following the rules regarding campfires, not interfering with wildlife, and 
not discharging grey water or leaving garbage out.  I keep my dogs on a tight 6’ leash and never 
let them wander unleashed, even when we are just sitting around the campfire. 

STATE PARK IN IOWA. 



STATE PARK IN GEORGIA.  



VISITING PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK. 



Animal Warnings 

I don’t want to be the pessimist here but I’ve seen some campers that just aren’t being smart 
about things.   

In the west (California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, etc.) remember that coyotes 
abound.  They have no qualms about snatching up a 10 or 15 pound dog and running off.  Also, 
during coyote mating season, they can be rather bold.  It only takes one time for an accident to 
happen.  Always be vigilant.   

In the south (Texas, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, etc.) there are usually alligator 
warning signs in the campgrounds.  Alligators are fast and are not always in the water.  We were 
walking on a boardwalk once and I was so nervous trying to keep my dogs right in the center that 
we didn’t even finish our walk.  I did spot a 10 or 12 foot alligator lounging about 20 feet away.  
This was in Huntington Park, South Carolina. 

Ticks, fleas, and other little nasties — Just use those monthly meds religiously.  Don’t take 
chances.  And a good haircut and brushing regularly are essential. 

Less common wildlife — We were in a state park in Texas that had both black-tailed prairie dogs 
and bison which don’t discriminate between their space and camping space.  Leaving your pet on 
a leash and being a respectful camper is imperative.  They may be cute but one bite could lead to 
bubonic plague or other unfortunate issues you don’t want to deal with. 

For most states, you can find out all the details of the place you are considering and book your 
reservations at ReserveAmerica.com.  Probably at least one-third to one-half of these types of 
campsites are first come first serve though so you won’t be able to reserve.  I have a future 
chapter on how to research and know what you’re getting.  

If you would like to try boon-docking (camping without paying), California and Arizona are 
chock-full of BLM (Bureau of Land Management) sites that are free, first-come, first-served.  
Not all are accessible for trailers or motorhomes.  More information with internet and apps in a 
future chapter.  Other states have boon-docking opportunities as well. 

Private Campgrounds 

These can be everything from a full-service resort with swim-up bar (Cajun Palms in Louisiana, 
for example) to a run-down trailer park full of weeds.  I always do plenty of research.  Internet 
sites that can help are discussed in a future chapter.    



If you have a camping membership, such as Good Sam or Escapees, you will also get a deal on 
pricing.  If you have a membership in a private outfit, such as Thousand Trails, you won’t have 
as many options but you will be assured of consistency where you stay.  

Most campgrounds, government and private, have bathrooms and hot showers so even if you 
don’t have a sewer connection, you can stay any number of days by being conservative and 
taking advantage of their hot showers. 

A PRIVATE CAMPGROUND NEAR BARSTOW, CALIFORNIA. 



KOA 

I purchased a yearly Kampgrounds of America membership ($30 a year) because I found myself 
staying often at these parks, which abound throughout the USA.  The membership saves you 
10% per visit and you also earn points towards free stays.  One thing you can be assured of with 
KOA is consistency.  Think of them as the McDonald’s of the camping world.  They have to 
maintain a certain standard and there are no surprises when you check in.  

Most KOAs are full hookup and pull-thru sites.  Some have back in sites too.  If you find one 
you really like and want to stay for awhile, ask about monthly rates, which they don’t post on 
their website.  You need to ask each KOA individually about their monthly or extended stay 
availability and rates (which are usually much lower than the weekly rates).  

If I’m traveling in new territory and not quite sure what’s available, I can always count on the 
KOA to be consistent.  The only time I had an issue was with one in West Texas that had a dog 
park but it was so full of stickers, the dogs didn’t want to use it.  At most KOAs you will find 
laundry facilities, a dog park, and full hookups.   

Keep in mind they are usually more expensive than other private campgrounds in the area.  For 
example, in resort areas they can be quite expensive, running up to $75 a day.  In general, they 
are about $40-$50 a night with other private campgrounds in the same area running $20-$35.  
But, you know what you are getting and you won’t be checking in to a place full of meth heads. I 
usually choose something safer for my pets and myself even if costlier.  



 

A KOA IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

Non-chain Private Campgrounds 

Finally, there are the private campgrounds that can range from decommissioned KOAs (you’ll 
recognize them by the triangle shaped office building) to trailer parks that mostly cater to full-
timers.  In my personal opinion and experience, I would avoid the parks that serve mostly full-
timers as they appear the least safe to me.  In fact, I’ve actually had reservations and driven past 
one or two that I chose not to stay in.  

How will you know?  I outline my research method in a future chapter with internet sites and 
apps that will help you decide.  These are the questions you need to ask —  

How many nightly traveler sites are there and are they pull-thru? 

What is the percentage of full-timers? 



 What do the independent reviews say? (Where to find these in a future chapter) 
  
I remember one time in the Texas panhandle, I had driven about 10 miles past the Amarillo park I 
had reservations in because I was following my GPS to Walmart.  I didn’t want to backtrack, so I 
called and canceled the reservation and continue driving eastward on I-40.  When I had a chance 
to stop and check my apps and the internet, the best place to stop was a town called Shamrock, 
TX.    

There were three parks listed.  One was in the middle of town and got terrible reviews due to 
drug use, etc.  One was closed.  I was left with one that was on the outskirts of town next to a 
steak house but had no onsite manager and was little more than a parking lot with hookups.   

I was leery to say the least.  You had to pay your $20 cash to the waitress at the steakhouse and 
no one had any information on the RV Park.  I parked near a space that looked like it belonged to 
a long term person (propane tanks set up outside, etc.) and actually, a few other travelers checked 
in too after me and left before me (who checked to see if they paid or not?  I have no idea).  
Anyway, it turned out fine in the end. 

NO MANAGER ON SITE; DO-IT-YOURSELF RV PARK IN TEXAS.  



Then, once in awhile, you find the gems, like Traveler’s World in Clovis, New Mexico.  It was at 
least 50% full timers but was one of the cleanest parks I have been too.  They had mowed a large 
swath of weeds all the way around and kept it neat and watered so there was plenty of space to 
walk the dogs.  I’m sure many of the full-timers were airmen from nearby Cannon Air Force 
Base.  The owners were really nice people.  He mentioned to me that the campground had been 
in terrible shape and his in-laws had purchased it and made it quite presentable with a lot of hard 
work.  

Whatever you do, trust your instincts.  If something feels hinky to you, don’t stay.  It’s not worth 
saving $20 if you aren’t safe.  

A FORMER KOA IN CLOVIS, NEW MEXICO, NOW A PRIVATE CAMPGROUND 



Boon-docking at Parking Lots 

Yes, you could probably live full time in your motorhome or van and stay in parking lots all over 
the USA for free.  If you check the boon-docking apps, you will see opportunities at Walmart, 
Cracker Barrel Restaurant, Love’s Travel Stops, to name a few.  But personally, it’s not for me.    

I have stayed overnight at Walmart parking lots three times.  I tried staying at a Love’s Travel 
Stop but left after half an hour.  Technically, there’s nothing wrong with doing this and a lot of 
people do it, I just am so uncomfortable that I can’t even relax.  

Always see the manager and ask for permission first, even if your app says it’s ok.  Walmart will 
tell you where you can park and if you don’t follow their rules, you will get a security guy 
knocking on your door after you’ve gone to bed and ask you to move.    

Some people like the truck stops because of the hot showers and other amenities. You will find 
books and websites with more details on how to boon-dock that have a lot more experience than 
me. 

DEDICATED RV PARKING LOT AT THE BARSTOW, CALIFORNIA WALMART. 



Dog Specific Notes 
I have one big dog (55 lbs., female) and one small dog (17 lbs., male) so I hope I cover most of 
the questions that might arise.  At the time we sold the house and left to travel full time, the big 
dog was 11 years old and the little dog was 9 years old.  The month before we left, I took them 
both in for veterinary exams, any shots that were due, and stocked up on 12 months’ worth of 
flea meds and heart-worm meds.  

When you make reservations or when checking in, always tell the manager that you have dogs.  
Even if you know it’s ok per their website, it’s polite to mention it again.  Some places do charge 
extra for dogs but it’s usually not much.  And several times, I haven’t had to pay the extra fee 
when I booked two weeks or a month-long stay.  

The dogs have gotten used to a routine. Most days, it looks like the following. 



Non-driving days 

Wake up about 7:00 a.m. give or take (really depends on whether we’ve recently crossed a time 
zone or not) 
  
Go out in pjs or sweat pants, and coat if necessary, to take our first walk of the day.  We are 
usually out about 15 to 20 minutes and both dogs usually have bowel movements on this walk. 
  
Back inside and it’s my time to make some coffee, catch up on writing, email, etc.   
  
Feed the dogs about 8:00 a.m. and then make my breakfast, shower every  and get dressed 
sometime before 9:30.  
  
Mid-morning long walk about 10:00 a.m.  We take whatever supplies we need — water bottle, 
phone, poopie bags — and go exploring.  This walk is usually 45 minutes to an hour unless the 
weather isn’t cooperating.  More doggie bowel movements during this walk.  I usually use about 
eight dog bags a day between the two dogs. 



Relax until my lunchtime, either crocheting, reading, or writing.  The dogs only eat twice a day.   
  
If it’s a sightseeing day, we take off but if it’s not a sightseeing day, we take our third walk of the 
day usually between 2:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.   
  
Doggie dinner is prepared about 4:45 p.m. 
  
Last walk of the day before bedtime is usually about 6:00 p.m.  Hopefully, they both go potty at 
this time before going to bed. 
  
This routine would change depending on time of year and weather of course. 

Driving Days 

On driving days, we skip the mid-morning long walk and just take a short walk before packing 
up and hitting the road, usually anywhere between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Dog Supplies 

These are the things that I have for my dogs. Your dogs and your situation may differ. By the 
front door — harnesses and leashes are hanging up on hooks.  Poop bags, keys, and flashlight are 
in a little Command container above the door.   
  
 In the cabover — wet dog and cat food, bowls, grooming supplies 
  
 In the cab section between the two seats — small dog bed 
  
 Under the dinette — large dog bed 
  
 In the hallway by the closet — covered tubs for dry dog food and cat food; aluminum non-skid 
water bowl 
  
 In front of  my bed — dog ramp 
  
 Cupboard above bed — dog towels 



 



DOG BED UNDER THE DINETTE. 



Petiquette 

If you are going full time with your dogs and you travel a lot, you will see people not following 
the rules and not being polite.  You just have to ignore it for the most part.  I’ve learned not to 
say anything unless it’s deliberately right in my face, like a loose dog running toward my dogs or 
someone letting their dog poop in front of me and walking away.  

I almost always see dog poop around, even in the most prestigious RV parks.  People just don’t 
care, in my opinion.   I did cancel a two-week long reservation one time because when I went to 
check in, already paid for mind you, they wanted an extra $140 for the dogs.  They didn’t charge 
this to everyone, just dog owners.  And they didn’t warn campers ahead of time of this policy 
when making reservations.  I felt that was discrimination.  If you have a problem with poop on 
your property, raise the rate for everyone.  They would not even have known I had dogs, because 
no one asked, until they saw my license plate, which says “DOG MOTL.”  

I was walking my dogs a few years ago at a Thousand Trails Park in the Sierras.  My little shih 
tzu was older and disabled by that time so she was in a stroller (thank goodness).  A large pit bull 
came charging out of a campground unleashed and the owners, a young woman and two small 
kids, could not control him.   

I was able to get away but my big dog would have fought to the death to protect the little dogs.   
NEVER ASSUME YOUR DOG IS GOING TO BEHAVE.  Always have the leash on and 
attached to something.  This was not the first or only incident either.  I come across unleashed 
dogs at almost every park I stop at.  Like I said, people don’t care.  But you can! 

You can be the best, most polite, most considerate pet parent at the park.  Set a good example.  
You might be inclined to complain to the owners or the rangers but a lot of the people you are 
complaining about might be full time residents at that park, maybe even relatives of the owners.  
I find it’s better to let things slide unless someone is in serious danger.  You will be happier and 
you won’t have to worry about revenge or anything.  I am a stickler for rules so this is a hard 
lesson I have had to learn over the last year but I feel more relaxed for it.  

I carry poop bags in my pocket religiously, even if I’m inside a dog park.  The reason is that if 
you see your dog pooping, by the time you walk over to the dispenser, grab a bag, and walk 
back, 50% of the time, you won’t be able to find that poop again.   If you know your dogs are 
going to go and you’ve just walked into the dog park, grab a few of their bags and keep them in 
your pocket.  If you don’t use them, you can always return the unused ones to the dispenser.  I 
buy the 10-pack bags at the chain pet store for about $12.00.  I prefer these over the discount 
ones because they are sturdier and scented.  

Barking — just don’t!  You may think it’s cute but it can end up being very annoying for those 
around you.  If you know your dog barks every time someone walks by, do your research and 



book a site that doesn’t have as much traffic.    I’ve been blessed that my dogs are very quiet and 
oftentimes completely ignore a dog they pass on their daily walks.  But still, when I inadvertently 
get assigned a site that is very close to the bathhouse or dumpster, where I know there’s a lot of 
traffic, I always ask if there’s another spot available. 



Play and Dog-friendly Apps 

Almost all KOA RV Parks have a “bark park.”  Only about 30% of private parks have a dog 
park.  And state and national parks never have one.   

If your dogs like to run around off leash, I would recommend NEVER doing it within any type 
of campground.   However, there have been times when I was at private campgrounds that had 
empty fields just outside with no traffic.  My dogs are both voice-command trained so I felt safe 
letting them off leash in the empty fields.   

If you travel with a vehicle, you can drive to a dog park during your stay (I’ve done this several 
times).  There are also dog-approved off-leash beaches (especially in California) that you can 
check out. These apps and websites will help you find dog-friendly and dog-approved activities 
for you and your pooches  

Bring Fido 

dogfriendly.com  

Trips with pets 

A DOG PARK IN HENDERSON, NEVADA WHILE WE WERE CAMPING AT LAKE MEAD. 

https://www.bringfido.com
https://www.dogfriendly.com
https://www.tripswithpets.com


Veterinary Care While on the Road

Before we left for full time, I asked their veterinarian to print out their complete shot records and 
any on-going health concerns.  I have a PDF version on my phone and  hard copies in an 
envelope in the motorhome.   

I also stocked up on their monthly medications, which include a flea/tick preventative and a 
heart-worm preventative. You may live in an area where you have never had to worry about fleas 
or heart-worm but please don’t take any chances with your pets.  Many states have severe 
epidemics and heart-worm treatment is very costly and time-consuming.    

If you run out of your pet’s meds, find out by phone if your doctor can send a prescription to 
Chewy.com.  That way you can have your meds shipped to a general delivery in the city you will 
be traveling through.  If the doctor can’t renew by phone, you will have to make a vet 
appointment while on the road.  

My dogs have gotten severe diarrhea while on the road a few times.  I attribute this to several 
things.  Even though I avoid giving them treats and people food, the big dog has a tendency to 
climb on the table and steal the wet cat food.  I try to remember to put the cat food in the fridge if 
I’m leaving to do laundry or take a shower.    

Sometimes I think maybe it’s the water at the RV Park.  If you are in doubt, you can always keep 
your dogs on bottled water.  And I never let them drink dog park water.  

Luckily, the tummy upsets were a quick fix with medication from a local veterinarian.  I took 
both of them in for an exam but basically, after I explained the symptoms, the vet just wrote out a 
prescription without doing any tests.  It’s always a good idea to have complete medical records 
with you when visiting a new vet. 

I don’t know if this makes a difference or not, it seems to, but I have been giving them a 
probiotic from the pet store on a daily basis for the last six months. 



Grooming Concerns

I have my own equipment and table and have been grooming my own dogs monthly for many 
years.  But not everyone wants to bother doing this.  Sometimes, my poodle mix is due for a 
haircut but we’ve had such bad weather, I don’t want to cut his hair outside.  Unless you want 
your motorhome full of hair flying around, it’s not the best chore to do indoors.   

When seeking a groomer you haven’t used before, use your due diligence.  Read the reviews, not 
just on their website but independent ones as well, such as Google and Yelp. Remember, you 
can’t bring a dog in for a grooming appointment without having their complete shot records with 
you.  Most groomers now require kennel cough shots, as well as the other usual rabies, etc. 

Some of the things I decided to bring with me when going full time include the following: 

Small shop vac 
Foldable grooming table 
Electric clippers with 2 blades 
Small battery clippers (I buy the mens’ mustache groomers at the local pharmacy store) 
Rounded scissors 
Fine tooth comb 
Furminator or underhair brush First aid kit, including styptic powder 
Clipper oil and cleaning brush 
  
It’s a good idea to check your dogs frequently for stickers, parasites, etc.  I keep both of mine 
with a very short cut so I can monitor lumps, wounds, etc.  You aren’t supposed to shave a husky 
mix but tell that to someone who lives full time in a very small motorhome. 



 



Meals and Treats


I don’t know how many times we’ve met someone along the way who wants to give the dogs a 
treat.  At least most people ask first and I always tell them that my dogs are old and get tummy 
upsets.    

While living at home, with a doggie door and big back yard, they often got leftovers or treats 
such as Milk Bones.  However, since going full time, I find it easier to monitor their bowel 
movements and tummy health by eliminating all treats and people food.  

My dogs don’t have an expensive diet but I’ve found a combination that works well for them and 
brands that I can easily find anywhere on the road.  There is another chapter on my shopping 
strategies  in general, but for the most part, I know I can always find their brands at Walmart, 
Petsmart, or Petco.  They eat Purina One Vibrant Maturity dry mixed with Cesar’s wet.  This 
combination has been serving them well for years and when I change, I seem to have problems.  

Years ago, I would feed all my dogs once in the morning and then leave for work, leaving dry 
food out for them all day.  Along the way, someone at the boarding facility I use told me that it’s 
much better for their blood sugar and overall health to feed them twice a day.    

So for the last six years or more, my dogs have gotten one meal in the morning and one meal in 
the evening and I stopped leaving the dry out during the day.  This works well for me but your 
situation may differ. I have also started giving them a daily probiotic in their morning meal, 
which I started after an especially severe diarrhea outbreak with the two of them.  It seems to 
help.  I purchase the probiotic at any of the chain pet stores. 

Play and Exercise

With my two, their biggest treat is the four or five daily walks. I’ve had to train the poodle mix 
not to jump up and scratch my legs because he’s just so excited when he sees me reaching for the 
leashes.   

When we are walking though the RV park and I’m cognizant of not impeding on others’ personal 
space, I use their six-foot leashes and remind them to stay on the road.  My big dog likes to go 
boonie crashing so I do have to tug a bit on her leash as we walk. We spent almost a month at 
Myrtle Beach and my big dog was aching to run on the beach.  It was off season and early in the 
morning, when there were no other people around, I would let them run a little bit off leash.  This 
wasn’t practical all day though (and maybe not legal either?) so I went to the pet store and 
purchased two long retractable leashes for them.  This way, they could run back and forth a little 
bit as we walked on the beach.   I highly DO NOT recommend retractable leashes for your every 



day walking though as you will have little control over them getting into things, bothering other 
dogs, etc.  

About three months ago, I purchased new harnesses online called “Pugs Life.”  This is the 
perfect harness for the big dog.  She doesn’t have to lift her leg to put it on which helps a lot as 
she has a bad back.  This harness keeps her from pulling too much and she finds it comfortable.   
The little guy doesn’t like his as much.  He’s much more comfortable with his UDogU harness so 
we went back to that one for him.   By the way, I use a UDogU harness with the cat too as he’s 
too big for a regular cat harness and he has no problems with this style. 

I carry tennis balls but we don’t use them very often as my dogs are both getting older and don’t 
play as much.  However, when I’m near a dog park, this is their favorite game.   When we were 
living at home, they had a large toy basket and all the stuffies would be out all over the house 
when I came home from work every day.  Now, however, they never play like this anymore (and 
it might have been mostly the shih tzu, who has since passed) so I’ve stopped buying toys at the 
pet store.  I’m not sure why they don’t play with them inside the motorhome and of course, yours 
might be different.  

I’m not getting as much exercise as I used to because the big dog has slowed down a lot.  Her 
back legs will go out during longer walks and sometimes she will just stop.  I have been tempted 
to just take the little dog out for a couple miles of fast walking but I haven’t implemented this on 
a regular basis because I feel bad leaving the big dog at home alone.  I fear that in the near future 
though, I will be making separate walks due to her declining health.  

Oftentimes, I’ve seen campers who only have little dogs.  They open their trailer door, let the 
little ones out into the pen, let them do their business, then let them back in.  I often wonder how 
people who do this get any exercise!  LOL.   I love walking my dogs and I know they love it 
too.  We’ve done some great exploring and seen lots of wonderful things along the way.  One of 
the state parks we spent some time in, Chattahoochee Bend State Park in Georgia, had a myriad 
of hiking trails for miles throughout the park.  I took my phone with me with the pedometer app 
turned on and we averaged about 10,000 steps a day.  

I’ve come across campers a few times who had brand new puppies with them.  Very cute but 
keep in mind the extensive training involved.  I don’t know any trailers or motorhomes that have 
doggie doors so you will have to be vigilant with the puppy pads and the regular routine of going 
outside.    

My plan for the future, when I no longer have a big dog, is to have a little dog that is paper 
trained.  I know I won’t have an excuse for the exercise every day but it makes a difference in 
bad weather or in the middle of the night when they have a tummy upset. 





 



Cat Specific Notes 
I have met a number of full time RVers along the way who travel with their cats.  One partner of 
a couple that I came across near Bosque Del Apache Wildlife Refuge in New Mexico was 
unloading four cat carriers from their truck to their trailer while I was setting up.    

I think the biggest concern full timers with cats have is “where do we put the litter box?”  I have 
been fortunate that my cat actually seems to enjoy traveling and being with us in small quarters.  
He doesn’t mind long hours of driving, he doesn’t cry to go out, and he uses his litter box 
faithfully and politely.   I’ve noticed recently, after almost a year, that I can hear him crying when 
we return from doggie walks.  But he doesn’t want to go out, he just wants his doggies to come 
in. 



Litter Box 

There are several options with your litter box.  I think the majority of people I’ve spoken to keep 
their litter box in the shower.  I actually use my shower to store my laundry bags so I came up 
with another solution.    

As I travel alone, I chose to keep the litter box in the passenger side of the cab where the 
passenger’s feet would normally go.  I have a tall litter box which really helps with the sand not 
being spread around.  It just fits and I have to open the cab door in order to take it out to clean it.  

I have a male cat and even though he’s neutered, there is still an odor concern.  The best kitty 
litter I found is called “World’s Best Kitty Litter” and it’s made from corn cob.  This seems to 
control the odor almost 100% and it’s easy to scoop.  Plus, on tub cleaning days, I can just use a 
few wet wipes and the tub looks like new.  

One other place, if the passenger seat isn’t an option, is one of the storage cabinets at ground 
level.  I have a large cabinet under my fridge that would be a good second option for me.  If I 
remove the door, it creates a perfect space for the litter box to sit out of the way.   I would highly 
recommend not cutting holes in any of your cabinets or furniture until checking with an RV 
mechanic.  You definitely don’t want deadly carbon monoxide seeping into your sleeping area by 
accident. 



Scratchers 

Most people won’t be able to have a full sized cat scratching post in their RV.  I do have one 
friend who has a larger 5th wheel model though who removed one of the lounge chairs to insert a 
floor to ceiling scratcher for her two cats.    

I have very little space and no extra floor space so my cat gets small cardboard scratchers.  He 
actually loves these and uses them religiously.  I keep one between the driver’s seat and the back 
of the dinette bench and another one under the dog ramp.   

I’ve been fortunate that my cat doesn’t scratch furniture, unless by accident when he’s climbing 
around.  If scratching is a concern for you, look into plastic nail caps. They are easy to put on, 
not too expensive, and seem to work well. 



Perches


 http://www.khmfg.com/ez-mount-window-bed.html  

I did buy one of those cat window perches that attach to the window with suction cups but ended 
up re-homing it to a friend.  When it’s suctioned to the window, I wasn’t able to open the window 
because the window slides from left to right.   Also, my cat was too big for it and wasn’t 
comfortable using it.  However, depending on how big your RV is, you may have a few options 
for installing window perches. 



Pens 

I have seen some very clever outdoor play pens specifically designed for cats.  Somewhere along 
the way (Myrtle Beach, to be exact), I sold the outdoor dog pen.   

When we sit outside, my dogs are content to be on their 10 foot cable leads and the cat also has 
two leashes clipped together that he uses.  They prefer this over a dog pen. If you are interested 
in a cat-friendly outdoor play area, check these out. 

KITTYWALK.COM 

http://kittywalk.com


Protecting Your Cab 

This might sound really funny but my cat learned how to open the electric door knobs, and turn 
on the emergency flashers and the turn signal by climbing around in the cab.   You want to 
prevent this from happening.   

You don’t want your doors to be unlocked while you are in the store shopping.  And one time my 
battery was drained because I didn’t know the turn signal had been blinking half the night and 
my house battery was on disconnect.  

I bought some hard plastic condiment cups and used Command picture hanging strips to attach 
them to the locks and the knobs.  I can easily remove the plastic cup on the driver’s side while 
driving and then re-attach it while I’m parked.  All the others just stay attached full-time. 
 



Food 

I keep a bowl of dry cat food on the dinette table when we are parked.  I put it down by the non-
slip water dish while driving.  Luckily, the dogs aren’t interested in it.   

My cat gets one small tin of wet food per day and I just leave that bowl also on the dinette table 
until he finishes or it gets too dried out.  He eats about half in the morning while the dogs are 
eating and then nibbles throughout the day.  

My biggest issue is that the big dog knows how to climb up on the table to finish off the wet 
food.  This only happens when I forget to put it up before going to the laundry or outside for any 
reason without the dogs.  

Another option for you if you have a small motorhome with limited room might be to fix up the 
cabover for the cat’s food, toys, and beds.  The cat will be able to easily climb up but the dogs 
can’t access.  

My original plan when I was planning to go full time was to have a collapsible cloth pen in the 
cabover with the litter box and the food.  But the pen I purchased was too tall for the cabover and 
I quickly realized I would not enjoy climbing up there to clean the box every day.  As it turns out, 
I ended up using my whole cabover for storage but the cat still likes to sleep up there among the 
crates on occasion. 



IF YOU PROVIDE PLENTY OF EXERCISE OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR INDOOR CAT, HE WON'T END 
UP LOOKING LIKE THE FOLLOWING. 



Notes on Exotic Pets 
I don’t have a lot of experience traveling with exotic pets other than my tarantulas  who are very 
easy to care for and my parrot.  Some of the topics I’ve seen on Facebook camping posts include 
inquiries or comments about rabbits, ferrets, and fish.  I can’t imagine traveling with a fish bowl 
but I guess it’s been done.  

My best advice would be to do lots of research.  I went through three cages with my parrot 
before finding something that worked well (see next chapter on birds). Some people convert the 
“toy” area of their toy hauler for chickens, etc.  I did see a small outside dog pen with rabbits at 
one campground.   

I, personally, would not recommend getting an exotic pet after you are on the road without doing 
a lot of research.  Someone was inquiring about purchasing a rabbit one time and I would say, 
unless you already have this pet and can’t part with it, it’s not a good idea.    

Rabbits are heavy chewers and don’t want to be confined so you would be dealing with rabbit 
pellets, urine, and the accompanying odor and you might have to keep them penned all the time.  
They do also shed.  

The reason tarantulas are so easy (and I had them before I retired) is because, unlike other 
popular reptile and amphibian pets such as bearded dragons and snakes, they don’t need a heat 
source or any type of electrical supplies.  They don’t need their coconut fiber changed more than 
once a year.    

They can go long periods without eating.  When I’m in a town that has a Petsmart or Petco, I will 
purchase a few large crickets.  Otherwise, my Chilean Rose goes without.  His abdomen is quite 
fat all the time so I am not worried about him needing food if he goes without for 2 or 3 weeks. 

I had also been traveling with a Costa Rican curly hair tarantula, but I didn’t feel she was 
thriving and I rehomed her in Albuquerque.  Tarantulas don’t have the usual senses that we think 
of (sight, hearing) except for touch.  They perceive their world through vibrations and some 
species are a lot more sensitive to vibrations than others.   

I had some tarantulas (my Brazilian Red & White, for example) that were so sensitive, they 
would run and hide every time I walked into the room in my house.  I knew they would not 
manage well in an RV.  

Some resources you can start with include the following:  

A cute article from RV Life Magazine — http://rvlife.com/frankie-rae-rving-goat/ 

http://rvlife.com/frankie-rae-rving-goat/


 Traveling with Your Exotic Pet — https://www.seavs.com/traveling-with-exotic-pets/  
  
RV Travel with Unusual Pets — https://www.rvbasics.com/rv-lifestyle/RVing-Unusual-Pets.html 

My biggest piece of advice would be DO YOUR RESEARCH and definitely consult a 
veterinarian before heading out. 

https://www.seavs.com/traveling-with-exotic-pets/
https://www.rvbasics.com/rv-lifestyle/RVing-Unusual-Pets.html


What I Learned Taking a Bird 
Full Time 

I love having birds around me and would be considering a small cage with a small songbird if I 
hadn’t already had my experience with my parrot.  You can make it work and I know someone 
who does travel full time and inherited her mom’s two parrots.  Once again, though, I would 
recommend doing a lot of research and if you don’t already have a bird that you need to take 
with you, please re-consider before purchasing.  

My African Grey parrot was adopted when she was two.  I had her for about five years before 
she went to live next door with my friend who had a large barn aviary.  She was plucking and we 
thought it might help for her to be with other birds in a larger cage.    

When she was twelve, she came back after I had purchased a larger home a few miles away.  I 
was planning on keeping her forever and included her in our full time RVing plans.  When I 
bought my motorhome, she went camping with us on weekends and holidays for two years with 
no problems.  

Six months after selling the house and going full time, with lots of traveling during that time, I 
realized things weren’t working out for her.  My friend generously offered to take her back full 
time as she had a large aviary that wasn’t being used and by this time, had acquired other large 
parrots that would be company for her sitting on living room perches during the day.    

I made the tough decision to re-home her permanently only because I knew that she would be 
much happier.  It has now been five months and she is doing very well.  She likes where she is 
and likes the people so I was very fortunate.  Keep in mind, it’s very difficult to re-home a full 
grown parrot that has personality issues (which many of them do). 



 



My Experience with Cages for the Parrot 

I went through three different cages in my motorhome so I thought I would recount my 
experiences here and some of the modifications I made along the way. Our first setup was a large 
dog kennel that I purchased.  I had it set up on one of the bench seats in the dinette.  I used 
bungee cords to keep it fastened in one place while driving.   

I think this set up would actually work fine if your bird isn’t too large.   My plan was to also let 
her out often to use a tabletop play area.  The reason I went to the next larger cage setup was 
only because I thought that, as I went full time, she would need to be able to climb up and down, 
which she couldn’t do in the dog kennel.  

 

Our second cage was a free-standing cage of about 30” x 18” x 30”.  I had it bungeed to the back 
of the passenger seat.  This setup did make it rather difficult to get into the motorhome because it 
quite significantly narrowed the entrance way.  Other than that, it was a good setup for both me 
and the bird. 



I eventually purchased a more heavy duty Hendrix Prevue cage that I placed on one of the 
dinette benches after removing the cushions.  This was a good setup if you don’t need to use two 
bench seats but cleaning became rather cumbersome.  She was secured during driving and was 
able to look out the window at her leisure.  I used it without the playtop or seed guard and 
removed the wheels, as well.  I had to lower the dinette every time I needed to clean. 



 



Play Area 

My bird also had a tabletop play area on the the dinette which is a good way to be able to let the 
bird out for exercise without worrying about things getting chewed up.  I did drill two places in 
the cabinets above the dinette for hanging items as well.  I attached a large Tupperware lid to the 
swing so she couldn’t climb up and chew on the cabinets. 
 



 

Other Notes 

I kept her food in a large Tupperware container.  As you know, birds are extremely messy. I do 
travel with a small shop vac and I would get that out once a week.  She has been living in her 
stationary home now for 5 months and I still find seeds in various places in the motorhome.  And 
there are a few places where she has chewed the cabinets or the pleather furniture that I didn’t 
catch in time. So be aware if you travel with a bird.  



Sightseeing 
I didn't travel with a tow car my first year and I have pets but I’ve still been able to do a bit of 
sightseeing along the way, some with the dogs and some by myself.  It’s usually just a matter of 
good planning.    

I have a small (24’) motorhome but it does still pay to check out Google maps and the area 
before driving in to make sure there’s room and you can turn around.  I also check the website of 
the facility I’m visiting, whether visitor’s center or site and make sure RVs are allowed.  Believe 
it or not, there are some that don’t allow RV parking, White Sands Visitor’s Center, for example.  
Most have RV accommodations and welcome RVs to visit.   

Most of the time, I plan my sites and shopping on driving day.  Then, when I get to the RV park, 
I can park and set up and not worry about moving for a week or so.  However, I have unplugged 
and unhooked hoses and left for the day or part of the day and come back a few times.    

Once, when I was at a Mississippi KOA, I saw a small Class B motorhome unhook every day, 
leave for somewhere, and return in the late afternoon or evening.  It was very convenient for 
them and they didn’t need a second vehicle.  

If I’m parked for any length of time (shopping or sightseeing) and the temperature is over 70, I 
usually leave the generator and the AC on rather than opening the windows.  This is because it 
gets a lot hotter in the motorhome even when the outside temperature is comfortable.  The 
animals would probably be ok but this way, I don’t have to worry about leaving windows open 
while I’m gone.  Who knows?  The poodle may decide to chew through the screen and then 
where would I be? 

Speaking of chewing, before I learned better, I was sightseeing with my son one time in OKC 
and left the motorhome in the RV park for a six hour period.  They had never been alone this 
length of time before.    

When I returned, there was doggie poo all over the bathroom and the passenger seat.  The back 
window shade had been chewed through, and the passenger seat belt was completely chewed 
through.  Besides all the cleaning, I had some expensive repairs.  Lesson learned.   

I would recommend not leaving for long periods at first until they get used to the routine and you 
learn their behaviors.  Also, some dogs that are perfectly fine for one or two hours will start 
barking incessantly after hour four or so, much to the annoyance of neighbors.    

It may impede on some of the fun I could be having, but I do place the animals’ welfare first and 
try to limit my excursions away from the motorhome without them.   



Here are some of the places I’ve visited, with and without the dogs, along the way: 

Giant Head, Route 66, east of Kingman, AZ 
the dogs got to take a walk with me outside with photo ops; I then put them in the MH with AC 
and shopped inside by myself. 
 



Meteor Crater, near Winslow, AZ  
They had a designated truck and RV parking lot just adjacent to the auto parking lot.  I was able 
to tour the meteor and the gift shop in about an hour.  I didn’t stay for the movie or the guided 
tour. 
 



Winslow, AZ  
I was able to park my MH in street parking just one block from the famous photo op corner.  I 
took the dogs with me.  I was even able to tie them to an outdoor table and get a coffee before 
touring the two block sightsee area.  People didn’t mind having the dogs nearby while they took 
pictures of the statues and the shops.  The gift shop I went in to allowed dogs but always ask 
first. 

 



Oklahoma City  
Memorial, zoo, botanical garden, riverfront.  I had fun with my son but came back to a disaster at 
the RV Park.  I will never again leave the dogs alone for over six hours.  Oops! In addition, it 
was very hot during this time of year and I innocently assumed the AC would just stay on all 
day.  You can’t assume this.  There are apps you can purchase that will remotely monitor your 
MH temperature while you are away. 
 



Galveston Island pocket beach  
I took the dogs with me.  We took plenty of water and didn’t stay more than two hours each 
time.  Make sure dogs are allowed when you visit public beaches.  On Galveston Island, there 
were no restrictions as long as your dog stays on the leash.  At Myrtle Beach, dogs are only 
allowed on the beach before 10 a.m. and after 5 p.m. during the summer months.  Sure, you will 
see other people breaking the rules but why be one of them?   

I had a friend pick me up while staying on Galveston Island who took me shopping at Walmart.  
We then went out to eat for lunch at a touristy restaurant and were gone about three hours.  Left 
the AC on, of course.  

 



Galveston Island Seawall Boulevard 
We took the electric bicycle and toured about three miles of island on the bike paths that they 
have.  The dogs were able to ride in the large basket behind me. 

 



Prehistoric Park and Filling Station Cafe, Henderson, 
LA  
I was able to walk from Cajun Palms RV Park.  It took me about 45 minutes to tour the 
prehistoric park and gift shop.  I then had a quick lunch at the Filling Station Cafe next door.  
Order their catfish bites.  You won’t be disappointed.  Once again, left the dogs with AC and was 
gone less than three hours. 

 



Rosedown Plantation, St. Francisville, LA  
I had read up on this plantation on the internet and they allow dogs on all the paths, everywhere 
except inside the buildings.  I planned our visit on a traveling day.  The parking lot isn’t huge but 
is U-shaped so there’s enough room for a motorhome or trailer if you park, and then keep going 
around when you leave.    

There were plenty of trails and paths to walk the dogs and we had a great time.  If you are there 
on a day when there are lots of visitors, make sure your dogs don’t interfere with other tourists or 
with people taking photos.  The gift shop is independently run and the day I was there, we had to 
wait for the owner to arrive and open up.  No dogs in the gift shop.  
 



 



Cowpens National Battlefield, South Carolina  
This was the second National Park that I had visited and in hindsight, I could have purchased an 
annual National Parks Pass at the start of my journey.  I didn’t get one until the second year of 
traveling.  It could save you money in entrance fees although it doesn’t give a discount on 
camping unless you are disabled or over 65.  I left the dogs tied outside while I looked at the 
little visitor center.  Then, we all took a tour of the short hiking loop nearby.  This was fun and 
dogs are allowed on the trails.  
 



Andrew Jackson State Park, South Carolina  
We stayed a whole week and did not run out of things to do here.  The campground itself is by 
the lake but just a short walk away is the museum and walking paths with statues and historical 
buildings.    

I didn’t take the dogs in the museum or little gift shop but they were allowed on all the paths.  I 
think there’s a small day use fee if you aren’t camping.  There is also an outdoor amphitheater set 
in the woods and on our last day there, a family was there planning a wedding. 
 



Huntington State Beach, South Carolina  
This was an unexpected find as I was just two days early for my month long stay at Myrtle 
Beach and this park was recommended to me.  We could have stayed longer for sure.    

There are two campgrounds and I didn’t realize I booked the less desirable one.  Book the north 
campground if you have an option as the spaces are much larger and it’s less like a parking lot.  
There is plenty to do here and lots of day use areas if you aren’t camping.    

I think the most popular landmarks is probably the Atalaya Home of the Huntingtons, which is 
now open to the public for touring.  Dogs not allowed.  There is also a large gift shop (also dogs 
not allowed), a boardwalk trail where dogs are allowed but watch out for alligators, and the 
beach area. Dogs are allowed on the trails and on the south end of the beach.  Dogs are not 
allowed on the north end of the beach or in the buildings. 



 



Myrtle Beach, South Carolina  
I spent a little over three weeks in Myrtle Beach at Apache Pier Campground.  I rented a car 
because I knew there were numerous sights I wanted to see.  On a side note, when you rent a car 
and you have dogs, it’s a good idea to purchase a back seat protector from Petsmart or Petco.   
Even though I used blankets and towels, there was white dog hair on the back window part of the 
car that wouldn’t vacuum off the upholstery.  I ended up paying a $50 clean up fee. 

Some of the touristy things I did without the dogs included Carolina Opry, Medieval Dinner 
Theater, Ripley’s Aquarium, and a chair massage at the mall.   

With the dogs, we toured Barefoot Landing. This is an outdoor shopping center but there are lots 
of boardwalks and pathways around a man-made lagoon that make for fun walking.  And there’s 
one dog biscuit store that does allow dogs.    

As I mentioned previously, dogs are allowed on the beach early mornings and evenings during 
peak season and all day during off season.  There were a number of people who did let their dogs 
run off leash.  I did as well for short periods of time when there were no people nearby.  
 



BAREFOOT LANDING, NORTH MYRTLE BEACH. DOG FRIENDLY OUTDOOR SHOPPING CENTER. 



Calico Ghost Town, Yermo, CA  
We stayed here for one week in January.  This is a good time of year to visit because it was 
extremely uncrowded and the weather was quite pleasant.  This is a very dog friendly San 
Bernardino County park which was previously owned by the Knott’s Berry Farm family.    

The campground is within easy walking distance of the old west mining town and many of the 
sites have full hook ups.  The only negative would be that the sites are packed very closely 
together but we had no neighbors while we were there.  I’m told that April/May is their busiest 
time of year.    

We were able to walk up to the stores, restaurants, and museums every day and dogs are allowed 
in Dorsey’s Dog Biscuit Store and all the attractions.    

For only a few dollars each for people tickets, you can take your dogs with you on the mine tour, 
the little train, the mystery house, and gold panning.  This is the least expensive amusement park 
I’ve ever been to.   I might give a warning about the mine tour.  At the end of the tour, you must 
exit through a turnstile and both of my dogs got stuck.  The big one tried to climb over the bars 
and the little one went backwards at the last minute and I was on one side and he was on the 
other.  I was able to lift him up and through but I will be more careful next time.    

There are also many walking trails up the hills and to some of the old mines and old houses that 
are still there in arrested decay.  Keep your dogs on their leashes and you will have fun 
exploring. 



 



Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Boulder City, 
Nevada 
This is a national park and be aware that there is a park entrance fee in addition to the camping 
fee.  This is a driving park with many trails that are dog-friendly.  However, we just walked from 
the campground and didn’t drive anywhere.  There is a beach within walking distance of the 
campground and dogs are allowed as long as they stay on leash.  
 



Painted Desert Visitor Center and Petrified Forest 
National Park, Holbrook, AZ  
I loved bringing the dogs here because they are very dog-friendly and they have a cute program 
called Bark Ranger.  I parked in the visitor center parking lot with my motorhome and left the 
dogs while I went in to get information.    

They give you a map that shows which stops are RV friendly and they sign your dogs up for the 
Bark Ranger program.  This is basically just an agreement that you can take your dogs on the 
trails and they will be good ambassadors for the park — no bad behavior and pick up your poop!    

We made seven stops as we drove through the park.  There are also two large gift shops and a 
restaurant but you are welcome to leave your dogs tied up outside as you visit these buildings. 

 



Roswell International UFO Museum, Roswell, New 
Mexico  
This is a museum in the heart of Roswell.  Parking was adequate for my motorhome but a larger 
motorhome or towing a vehicle may have issues driving downtown.  I was able to park my 
motorhome in the parking lot and leave the AC on for the animals while I toured the museum.    

It’s a $5 entrance fee and it took me about an hour to walk through.  Although you might take 
longer if you read all of the stories and exhibits, which I didn’t.  There is also a UFO research 
library if you want to spend more time. 
 



Apps to Help you Find Places 
This is what I use while I’m traveling or when planning a trip.  There are actually many trip 
planning apps and websites out there, some free and some pay.  As you spend more time out on 
the road, you will find what works best for you and what you are most comfortable with.  

I have an Android smartphone, Verizon service (which I’ve had since 2001), a Mifi device, an 
iPad Air and a Macbook Air.  I did most of my blogging and navigation on my phone or iPad 
while on the road the first year.    

The Mifi is a $50 device that is actually a second Verizon phone number.  I use it instead of my 
phone for hotspot connection.  I was told that it’s not good to use your phone for a hotspot all the 
time but I don’t know if this is true or not.  When my high speed GBs are used up, I switch from 
the Mifi to the phone.  That way I get double the high speed usage per month. 

RV Parky 

I usually always start with the RV Parky app.  I have found it to be the most up-to-date and 
accurate of the RV Park finder apps.  You can set the filter to locate just RV Parks, just public 
parks, just places to park or truck stops, or everything.   You can also set filters for various 
amenities.  I usually just leave it set on “pets allowed” and filter for other criteria manually.  That 
way I get the longest list of choices.    

You can type in a future place to search or click on “search near me.”  It will then give you both 
a list view and a map view.  The various types of parks are coded with symbols so you can click 
on private parks, public parks, military parks, etc. for more details.  

RV Parky also has a trip planner feature that I think works quite well once you figure it out.  I 
like to be able to plot starting point, ending point and then go back and figure out places to stay 
along the route I want to take.   It takes a little figuring out to know how to add places in between 
but once you learn it, it’s very easy.  Also, it’s difficult to change ending place so add that right at 
the start when you are planning a trip.   

You can store multiple trips without any fees or charges on the app. I use RV Parky in 
collaboration with Google Maps and the internet.  On the RV Parky app, you can click on a 
promising spot and then it will open up with reviews and a website link.  I always check the 
website link and don’t rely on info just from RV Parky because it’s user-created and not always 
updated to the latest information. 



 
SAMPLE FREE TRIP PLANNER ON RV PARKY 
 

SAMPLE SEARCHING FOR RV PARKS IN A SPECIFIC PLACE. 



Google Maps 

Once I have a place I’d like to explore more, I go to Google Maps and check the distance from 
my starting point.  I try to drive between 120 and 180 miles a day on driving days so I look for 
spots within that range and on roads that I can navigate.    

Once I’ve confirmed mileage on Google Maps, I then use Google satellite to look at a closeup of 
the RV Park.  I want to make sure that it looks like what I’m looking for.  One time, I almost 
booked a KOA in Indiana that was along my route at the right distance.  I checked Google Maps 
and it was just across the street from a large city landfill.  I can’t even imagine staying there for 4 
days with the smell across the street.  So glad I checked.   

I also use Google Maps when reserving online and they give you a choice of spots.  I can match 
up the RV Park campground map with the google maps and make sure I’m making a good 
decision as to where I want to park. 
 



The Internet  

When you’ve narrowed down a potential park, use your internet browser (Google, Chrome, 
Safari, etc.) to check out the park website.  I almost never reserve a park that doesn’t have a 
website but there are exceptions.  You will find that parks in the south (including smaller towns 
in the southwest and in the deep south) are less likely to be online.  However, even parks that 
don’t have a website almost always have reviews posted at third party sites (see next section).   

I prefer not to talk on the phone whenever I can avoid it so if I can check out the park thoroughly 
online and make reservations online, that’s my preference.  However, if in doubt about any 
amenities or policies or there’s no online reservation, it’s a good idea to call directly for more 
information.    

ReserveAmerica is a website that handles reservations for almost all public parks in the USA, 
including national parks, state parks, BLM, COE, etc.  If you can’t find a park on this reservation 
system, check the specific website for that park.  I’ve found that the ones that are first come, first 
serve only with no reservations will not be listed on ReserveAmerica.  

When I check out the park website, I look for several things.  I read the rules and amenities to 
make sure they can accommodate dogs.  I check the rates to make sure there aren’t any 
surprises.  And, although their web site will naturally biased toward the positive, I like to check 
out the pictures too.  

If you have choices among several parks, check the rates and you might find vast differences, 
even within a few miles of each other.  I’ve seen parks that had prices that differed by over $25 a 
night within the same geographic area.  

Reviews 

Finally, before booking, I will try to read a couple reviews or at least check ratings.  Places 
where you can find park reviews include RV Parky, Google, Yelp, TripAdvisor, Good Sam, and 
Campendium.    

Someone may give a park one star for a silly reason like there was a train during the night.  But if 
several people complain about unsavory tenants or a park that is trashy or unkept, you can be 
sure it’s probably true unless all the reviews are several years old and the park has since had new 
managers. 

https://www.rvparky.com
https://www.google.com
https://www.yelp.com
https://www.tripadvisor.com
https://www.goodsam.com/club/
https://www.campendium.com


The Plan 

In the past year, I’ve stayed in over 50 parks and several of those were more than one trip.  I keep 
track of my schedule and my reservations with two apps.  The first is Google Calendar.  The 
second is Google Keep.  These are apps that are easy to use and you can access your data across 
any device without having to log in or update manually.  

Whenever I might have to change my schedule or cancel reservations, I go in and update at least 
one of the above so I don’t forget.  A long time ago, before I started doing this, I actually did 
forget a reservation.  I drove to a place from memory that I thought I had booked, forgetting that 
I had changed my reservation. 

Other Apps that I Occasionally Use

  
KOA  
National Parks   
RV Dump Sites 
UC Public CG  
Highway Weather 

https://koa.com
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/digital/mobile-friendly.htm
https://www.rvdumps.com
http://www.ultimatecampgrounds.com
http://www.weatherroute.io


Non-Pet Related Notes on RVing 
Full Time 

Of course, everyone’s situation is not going to be exactly the same.  But the following are tips 
and tricks I’ve learned along the way.  I feel like I’m learning something new almost every day 
and I’ve changed the way I do things or the way I’m set up several times since going full time.  

First, I would highly recommend taking extended trips in your rig before selling your house and 
going full time.  We went on camping trips for two years before retirement and I learned so much 
from that process.  I would have been a lot more stressed if I’d had that learning curve while on 
the road with no house.  There’s nothing like a brand new rig but there’s something to be said for 
having things broken in and comfortable and working out the kinks before you end up stranded 
somewhere.  

I had made a decision to stay only for short periods in various places and do my shopping on 
driving days so I didn’t feel I needed a second vehicle.  This kind of lifestyle is easy with a small 
motorhome or van.  It might not be as easy pulling a trailer but then, you would have a second 
vehicle already so you could do your shopping after you park and set up.  Although in some 
areas where I’ve been, there haven’t been any stores for 20 or more miles.  My suggestion would 
be to go shopping while on the road if you have a motorhome with no vehicle and to go shopping 
after you park if you have a trailer or tow a vehicle. 

Outside Storage 

There are some things I keep in my outside storage that I’ve never used but better safe than sorry, 
they say.  Somewhere along the road during the first year, I decided to go to Lowe’s and buy a 
truck tire sized air compressor.  You just aren’t always going to find a tire shop that can check 
your tires for you or that you can get in to easily with your motorhome, especially if you are 
traveling through very small towns.  Don’t buy one of those air compressors that run on 12 volt 
power because you’ll never get enough air for a motorhome tire.  You might get by for small 
trailer tires or small tow vehicles.  If you need to use your air compressor somewhere where you 
don’t have electricity, you can run it with your generator, which I have done a time or two.  

I have a set of hand tools in a tool box and I kept my electric drill when I retired.  I also keep a 
foldable grooming table, a small shop vac, a tub of miscellaneous garage type stuff like nylon 
rope and oil.  I keep a collapsible dog bath, a folding small round table to go with the outdoor 
chairs, several tarps, a collapsible dog pen and a collapsible cat crate, windshield fluid, distilled 
water, and a 30 to 50 amp adapter.  



I make sure to keep enough room towards the front that I can always reach the three supplies I 
use most of the time.  This includes the bucket with the fresh water hose, the bucket with the 
sewer hose, and the surge protector.    

I used to put a lock on the surge protector religiously but it was difficult to open, usually taking 
me a few tries of pushing and pulling.  I realized that if I ever had to leave quickly, due to storm 
warnings or any other reason, I would not be able to get it off in time.  My surge protector is now 
about 3 years old so I just use it without a lock.  If someone wants to steal it, I guess I’ll just buy 
a new one.  

I purchased a hook that goes on the outside ladder and use that for my two outside folding 
chairs.  With a couple bungee cords, they stay nice and secure.  If you use one of these, make 
sure the chair is not hanging over the brake lights, blocking them. 

Shopping 

I’m a creature of habit and discovered early on that if you visit a Walmart, no matter what state, 
you will never be surprised.  That and the fact that I try to limit driving the motorhome around 
town too much so when on the road, almost always do 100% of my shopping at a Walmart.  If 
I’m traveling about 150 miles from one spot to another, I’ll look at the route along the way on 
Google Maps and find a Walmart that is easy to get to from the freeway or highway.  I’m usually 
not disappointed as they seem to be everywhere.  

I pretty much buy the same products every time and they carry my brands of dog food, cat food, 
and kitty litter.  I usually try to stock up with two or three weeks worth of stuff when possible.  I 
don’t keep too much extra but I don’t want to run out either.  Think about things like toilet paper, 
paper towels, bottled water when you are stocking up.  If you aren’t shopping every week, you 
will find that you run out of fresh produce the quickest.  I actually have a number of food 
allergies so there are a lot of things I can’t buy.  The things I do buy that seem to last the longest 
include:  
Roma tomatoes 
Green peppers 
Carrots 
Celery 
Mangoes 
Oranges 

When the veggies start to get a little wrinkly, I throw them in the Instant Pot to make a soup or 
stew. You won’t be able to keep a lot of food in your small motorhome freezer but, on a weekly 
basis, I usually will have several chicken breasts, ground turkey or hamburger.  I usually 
purchase a few frozen dinners too just for the days I don’t feel like cooking or if I have to 



conserve my holding tank and don’t want to do dishes.  I keep my bread, coffee items, snacks in 
plastic tubs.  I have one drawer that’s dedicated to dry and canned items like bisquick and tuna.   

Whenever I’m in a town with a Walmart, I also look for a Petco or Petsmart.  There are usually a 
few items I can’t get at the regular store, like doggie diapers.  A few times, I have found 
independent pet stores in towns that didn’t have a chain store.  

There have been a few times when I just didn’t need a lot of items but wanted to get some more 
fresh produce and fruit.  I’ve discovered cute little grocery stores in towns that weren’t too hard 
to drive around it.  One was in Central California and one was in Texas.  The folks were friendly 
and the fresh items were bountiful.  Be aware though that you might have trouble finding your 
regular brands if you shop in little country stores. 

Entertainment 

I would say I’m not a TV person but that’s not really true.  I actually did not use my motorhome 
TV the first year on the road but I did watch a lot of TV shows.  I like to stream shows from 
Netflix and Amazon Prime on my iPad.  I also have kindle unlimited because I read a lot too.  I 
have an Audible account and listen to books while crocheting.  

In almost all RV parks you will find that people have placed satellite dishes outside their rigs 
somewhere on the ground or on a stand.  I have never felt the need to purchase one of these but 
there are lots of resources out there so you can make an informed decision.  

When I’m somewhere short term, I prefer to use my IPad.  Most of the monthly places I’ve 
parked have free cable TV provided with your monthly price.  All you need is a coaxial cable and 
your RV should have a place to plug it in if it’s less than 15 years old.    

If you are having trouble receiving channels, make sure you have switched off the aerial antenna 
for over-the-air channels.  On my motorhome, it’s a little tiny green light behind a plug in the 
overhead cabinet next to the TV.  It was ridiculously hard to find and I need a step stool 
whenever I need to change it.  

See previous chapter on Sight-seeing for entertainment away from the RV Park.  I try not to 
leave my dogs for more than two hours at any given time.  Some RV Parks have their own 
entertainment in the way of potlucks, holiday and special events, tours, etc.  I’ve stayed at one 
that had an archery range, one that had whitewater rafting trips, and tours to the Grand Canyon.   

Some membership parks, such as Escapees or Thousand Trails, have clubhouses with DVD 
lending libraries and weekly game nights. 



Finally 

My final words would be ENJOY YOURSELF! Have fun, don’t take life too seriously, and learn 
from errors or issues.  Things aren’t always going to go the way you expected or planned but 
that’s ok.  

A fun way to have lifelong memories would be to document your daily adventures.  You could 
start a blog or a Facebook page.  Or you could specialize in photos and create a travel photo 
journal that can be printed out in hardcopy when you’re ready.   

As I have very little storage, I keep postcards and tape them to my refrigerator.  I get a lot of joy 
by viewing all my adventures at a glance and reliving those incredible moments I had with my 
fur family.  
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